Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.096; data-to-parameter ratio = 32.3.
The crystal structure of the title compound, C 9 H 12 ClNTe, contains isolated molecules with no close TeÁ Á ÁCl intermolecular contacts and has the same composition as a previously published structure [Engman et al. (2004) . Phosphorus Sulfur Silicon Relat. Elem. 179, [285] [286] [287] [288] [289] [290] [291] [292] . However, in this case, the compound has crystallized in a centrosymmetric space group, unlike the previously published structure which contained enantiomerically pure chiral molecules. In all other aspects, the metrical parameters are similar. The molecules with a T-shaped coordination environment about the Te atom are linked into dimers by C-HÁ Á ÁCl interactions.
Related literature
For a related structure, see : Engman et al. (2004) . For related syntheses, see: Singh et al. (1990) ; Kaur et al. (1995) .
Experimental
Crystal data Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2007 ); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO; data reduction: CrysAlis PRO; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: XP in SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
RJB acknowledges the NSF-MRI program (grant CHE-0619278) for funds to purchase the diffractometer. HBS acknowledges the DST (New Delhi) for funding. PR acknowledges the CSIR for a fellowship. (Singh et al., 1990) . The structure of C 9 H 12 ClNTe contains isolated molecules with no close Te···Cl intermolecular contacts, and is chemically related to a previously published structure (Engman, et al., 2004) , even though it had been prepared by the same method as the title compound. However, in this case the compound has crystallized in a centrosymmetric space group, unlike the previously published structure (Engman, et al., 2004) which contained enantiomerically pure, chiral molecules. In all other aspects the metrical parameters are similar. The molecules arelinked into dimers by C-H···Cl interactions.
A stirred solution of bis[2-(dimethylaminomethyl)phenyl]ditelluride (Kaur et al., 1995) (0.5 g, 0.94 mmol) in diethylether (10 ml) was treated with HCl (3 ml in 20 ml distilled water). The reaction mixture was further stirred for 10 min. The resulting reaction mixture was evaporated to one third of its original volume and ethanol (5 ml) was added to get a yellow solid. It was redissolved in ethanol and stored in the refrigerator to get yellow needles of X-ray quality crystals. Yield 0.2 g, 35% mp 121°C (lit value 121°C). Anal. Calcd for C 9 H 12 ClTe: C, 36.37; H, 4.07; N, 4.37. Found C, 36.44; H, 4.04; N, 4.66.
Refinement
H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with C-H distances of 0.95 -0.97 Å [U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (CH, CH 2 ) [U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (CH 3 )].
Figures Fig. 1 . Diagram of the contents of the asymmetric unit of C 9 H 12 ClNTe. Atomic displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% level. 
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